The outer cupola and the rest of the roof
was covered with sheets of lead and the
inside was richly ornamented with rosettes
carved in wood and beautiful coloured
decorations. During 1400 A.D. the havoc
wrought by the order of Tarnarlane
destroyed everything in the mosque that
was not made of stone. This time the
work of restoration was carried out by
Malik Muyyad (1412-1421 A.D.), Sultan
of Egypt, who built the cupola out of
masonry. This cupola has been rebuilt
since the fire of 1893 A.D.

central aisle of the
mosque with its imposing entrance and
especially the main mihrab was lavishly
decorated, gilded and inlaid with agate
and turquoise. The maqsura according
to Ibn Khaldun, is the work of Muawiya.
This isolated enclosure containing the
mihrab was reserved for the Amir at the
time of public prayer. The introduc-
tion of the maqsura, according to some
writers, was the result of the assassination
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